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2. Hearts Laid Bare: Poe’ s “Secret Autobiography,” According to Lou Reed
Taras Sak
In 2000, protean rock star Lou Reed (born Lewis Allan Reed) reinterpreted the work and life
of Edgar Allan Poe for Hamburg’ s Thalia Theater, creating a musical called “POEtry,” which was
later performed at the Brooklyn Academy of Music (2001) before being released in 2003 as an

album entitled The Raven. An ambitious—some say pretentious—mélange of Poe’ s writing and



biography transformed by and through Reed’ s own work, life experiences and streetwise
sensibility, the result is an uneven but surprisingly strong “collaboration” between the two Poet
Laureates of the American Nightmare. In this presentation, I will draw upon both Poe’ s
writing—including poems such as “Dreams,”  “Alone,” “The City in the Sea,”

“Dream-Land,” and “The Bells” —and Reed’ s back catalogue, including Transformer (1972),
Berlin (1973), The Bells (1979), and The Blue Mask (1982), as well as The Raven, in order to
explore Poe’ s pervasive influence on Reed and the ways in which Reed has, in his own work,
transformed Poe. The wager of this study is that Reed, like Poe before him, is essentially a gothic
artist, producing what Leslie Fiedler called an art of “darkness and the grotesque in a land of light
and affirmation.”

3. Poe and “Young America’
Gong Yuezhu

This presentation aims to show Poe’ s subtle relationship with “Young America” by
examining the three comparisons between Poe and the “Young America.” Although “Young
America” consistently had drawn upon American democratic liberalism as a standard for judging
literature, they added new dimension to literature criticism at the same time. Poe’ s subtle
relationship with “Young America” could be stimulating. Firstly, they were in sharp disagreement
on esthetic theory. “Young America” emphasized the side of “Romanticism” which was interested
in the common man and reform. “Young America” found no such names as democracy, equality,
freedom in Poe’ s poems. Samely, Poe found “Young America” ideas so social in his realm of “the
art of poetry.”  Secondly, Poe sometimes was found close to the group and benefited from their
critical approval. When Duyckinck, a leading member of “Young America,” was publishing Poe’ s
books, and when “Young America” was approving his attacks on Longfellow, they shared a good
relationship. In most of the time, Poe criticized the standard of the literary criticism of “Young
America.”  Thirdly, although Poe disagreed with “Young America” on some important points in
relation to literary theory and criticism, they both strove to create a national literature. When
“Young America” had realized mass publishing was detrimental to the formation of a national
literature and finally converted to support the campaign of an international copyright law, Poe and

“Young America” stood on the same line.
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